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(54) Electronic optical target ranging arid imaging 



(57) A system for optically ranging and three dimen- 
sionally imaging of an object. For ranging only a single 
photodetector can detect : light reflected from the object 
when alternately illuminated by a pair of strobed 
sources or a shutter strobed direct and virtually imaged 
single source of light. The detector output signal for 
each illumination has the ambient only light intensity 
signal subtracted t herefrom and the ratio of direct to vir- 
tually imaged light computed and the distance of the 
object determined from the ratio. For imaging an array 
of detectors is used and the computed distances 
mapped using the detector coordinates to give a three 
dimensional image. Light in the range 350 to 14000 
nanometers wavelength is preferred, the system is par- 
ticularly suitable as a vehicle occupancy sensor and the 
image used to generate an airbag inflation suppression 
signal if the image indicates non-acceptable occupant 
characteristics or position. 
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Description 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
[0001] Not Applicable 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY SPON- 
SORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

[0002] Not Applicable 

MICROFICHE APPENDIX 

[0003] Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] The present invention relates to devices for 
optically ranging and mapping a stationary object. The 
invention has application in such devices for determin- 
ing the presence and position of a human seat occupant 
in a vehicle. In providing automotive passenger collision 
protection, particularly with inflatable air bags, it has 
been found necessary to control the amount or rate of 
airbag inflation in accordance with the position of the 
occupant with respect to the air bag mounting structure 
at the time of inflation. It has also been required to 
determine the physical size and configuration of the 
occupant in order to prevent bodily harm in the event of 
airbag inflation which is too sudden or too powerful for 
the size of the occupant. Such problems have been 
encountered with the presence of children and petite or 
small adults in the front passenger seat of the vehicle. 
[0005] Thus, it has been desired to provide a relia- 
ble and low cost way or means of detecting the location 
or range, size and position of an object and particularly 
the occupant of a vehicle front passenger seat in a man- 
ner from which sufficient information can be obtained to 
provide the correct rate or suppression of airbag infla- 
tion for protecting the occupant. Heretofore, it has been 
proposed to use weight sensing devices in the seat to 
determine the mass of the occupant in the passenger 
seat and to deduce from the weight the size of the occu- 
pant. However, such weight sensors in the seat do not 
provide any information as to the relative position of the 
occupant with respect to the airbag, nor any direct infor- 
mation as to the size and shape of the occupant. 
Accordingly, it has been desired to provide other ways 
or means of determining the configuration and relative 
position of the occupant's body with respect to the air- 
bag at the time of the collision. 
[0006] It has been suggested to employ a pair of 
video cameras for three dimensional monitoring of the 
occupant position in real time during vehicle operation; 
however, such techniques have been found to be pro- ss 
hibitively bulky and obtrusive for installation in the vehi- 
cle and also have been considered prohibitively costly 
for high-volume, mass production of motor vehicles. 
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[0007] Thus, it has been desired to. provide a low 
cost, compact, simple and easy to install sensor for 
determining the size and position of an object such as a 
passenger in a motor vehicle in a seat position which is 
protected by an inflatable airbag. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] It is an object of the present invention to pro- 
vide a simple, relatively low cost system or device for 
optically ranging of an object with a single camera or 
photodetector. 

[0009] It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide single camera optical ranging and mapping of 
an object in real time for three dimensional imaging of 
the object. 

[0010] It is a further object of the invention to pro- 
vide optical ranging and mapping and three dimensional 
imaging of an object with a single photodetection device 
which is suitable for real time rhonitorihg of the size and 
position of the occupant of a motor vehicle in a seating 
position which is protected by ah airbag.' 
[001 1] It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide optical ranging and three dimensional image 
mapping by a plurality of photodetecting pixels disposed 
in an array on a solid state device. 
[0012] It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide optical ranging and three dimensional image 
mapping by a single camera in real time and to provide 
an electrical signal therefrom which may be employed 
for controlling the inflation of an airbag for vehicle occu- 
pant collision protection. 

[0013] The present invention utilizes a single cam- 
era having at least one photodetector for ranging. For 
imaging, preferably an array of solid state pixel photode- 
tectors is employed for receiving and . electronically 
mapping as a three dimensional image light reflected 
from an object sequentially illuminated by a pair of light 
sources. The solid state photodetectqrs provide electri- 
cal signals which may be employed by an electronic 
computer, for a multiplicity of purposes, particularly for 
providing a signal for suppressing inflation of a vehicle 
occupant protection airbag. 

[0014] In the presently preferred practice of the 
invention, the sources of illumination emit light, the 
spectrum having a wavelength in the range of about 350 
to 14000 nanometers. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0015] 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a module containing 
the light sources and for illuminating and for detect- 
ing reflected light from an object as embodied in the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a top view of the arrangement of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged section view of a portion of 
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the camera arrangement of FIG. 1 ; 

FIG. 4 is a side view of a motor vehicle passenger 

seat having an occupant with having the invention 

installed as an occupant position detector; 

FIG. 5 is a top view of the occupant seat portion of 5 

the vehicle of FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 4 showing an alter- 
nate location for the illumination and camera mod- 
ule of the present invention as used in a vehicle for 
occupant position detecting; 10 
FIG. 7 is an optical diagram for creating a virtual 
image of a light source further from the location of 
the actual light source using a lens as embodied in 
the present invention;. 

FIG. 8 is an optical diagram showing the creation of 15 
a virtual image of the light source remote from the 
physical location of the light source embodying a 
mirror; 

FIG. 9 is an optical diagram of another embodiment 
of the present invention employing a single light 20 
source and a rotating shutter for alternately direct- 
ing light from a spherical mirror and a reflecting 
minor to create a virtual image of the light source a 
distance from the object greater than the actual 
location of the light source; 25 
FIG. 10 is an enlarged detail of the rotating shutter 
of the embodiment of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 11 is a perspective view of an alternate 
embodiment of the invention employing a rotating 
shutter with a lens and an aperture; 30 
FIG. 12 is an enlarged view of an active CMOS 
pixel array employed for the photodetector of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 13 is a view similar to FIG. 12 of a passive 
r CMOS pixel array; 35 
FIG. 14 is a block diagram of the system algorithm 
of the present invention for ranging and for mapping 
and three dimensional imaging an object with dual 
light sources and a single photodetector array; and, 
FIG. 15 is a block diagram of the algorithm of the 40 
system as employed for a vehicle occupant position 
sensor. 

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of the electrical circuitry 
functions for the system of the present invention 
. employed for vehicle occupant sensing and air bag 45 
suppression. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0016] Referring to FIG. 1, the system of the so 
present invention is indicated generally, at 1.0 and 
includes a camera module 12 disposed a predeter- 
mined distance L from an object 14 to be ranged only or 
both ranged and imaged. The module 12 includes a plu- 
rality of sources of illumination denoted LI , L2 disposed 55 
preferably in spaced relationship on opposite sides of a 
camera 16 which in the presently preferred practice of 
the invention utilizes at least one photodetector for rang- 



ing only and for imaging a plurality of photodetectors 
indicated generally at 18 and which, will be hereinafter 
described in greater detail, and a focusing lens 20 for 
ranging and mapping for three dimensional imaging of 
object 14. 

[0017] Although the sources L1, L2 of illumination 
are illustrated in the embodiment 10 of FIGS. 1 and 2 as 
disposed at a common station or distance L from the 
object 14, it will be understood that this is done for the 
sake of convenience and compactness which is the 
case for an automotive vehicle occupancy sensor appli- 
cation of the present invention. It will * be understood 
however sources L1, L2 may be located at different dis- 
tances from the object for other applications where 
space permits. = 

[0018] In the presently preferred practice of the 
invention, the system 10 of the present invention which 
is of the type intended for a vehicle automotive occu- 
pancy sensor application, a. lens 22 is disposed adja- 
cent source L2 and located between source L2 and the 
object 14 for providing a virtual image of the source L2 
to the. object as will hereinafter be described. It will be 
understood that, for applications where source L1 and 
L2 are located at different distances from the object, the 
lens 22 is not needed. 

[0019] Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, the camera 16 
preferably employs a suitable optical filter 21 in front of 
the lens 20 to improve the signal-to-noise ratio of the 
reflected light from the object 14. 
[0020] Referring to FIG, 7, lens 22 has a focal point 
denoted by the reference characters FP which is further 
distant from the lens 22 than the source L2 which is indi- 
cated a distance D L2 from lens 22. The rays from source 
L2 passing through the lens would be viewed by an 
observer located at the object 14 as emanating from the 
virtual image having a location at IL2 as shown/in FIG. 
7 and denoted a distance D| L2 from lens 22. The virtual 
image IL2 is located a distance *d from the source L2 
and a distance D02 from the object 14. Thus, the lens 
22 creates the effect that the object 14 is illuminated by 
source L2 as if L2 were physically located at the dis- 
tance D02 from the object 14 (D (L2 * rom ' ens 22) as 
opposed to the distance D1 (L in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2) at 
which both sources L1, L2 are physically located. 
[0021] . As understood by those skilled in the art, the 
illumination of an object by a light source is inversely 
proportional to the square of the distance from the 
source and directly proportional to the intensity of the 
source. Thus, if sources L1 and L2 are of the 'same 
intensity and wavelength, the object 14 will be illumi- 
nated in the arrangement of FIG. 2 as if source L1 were 
at a distance L and source L2 at a distance D02 from 
object 14. It will be further understood that the illumina- 
tion of object 14, at any instant in time or frame, is a sum 
of the ambient light and the light from either source L1 
or L2 t which are illuminated sequentially or alternately. 
[0022] The present invention obtains range and 
image information by recording the intensity of illumina- 
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tion of the object 14 with only ambient fight and records 
the signal output of the photodetectors 18. Subse- 
quently the sources L1, L2 are alternately energized for 
a brief instant, which in the present practice of the 
invention an interval often milliseconds has been found 
satisfactory; and, the output of the photodetectors 18 for 
illumination by each of the sources L1, L2 is converted 
to digital form and stored in memory. The output of the 
photodetectors 18 previously obtained with only ambi- 
ent light may then be subtracted from each of the photo- 
detector outputs for illumination by sources L1, L2 
respectively. The ratio of the squares of the value for the 
signals obtained by the subtraction for each source illu- 
mination may be computed. This ratio may then be used 
to compute the distance of the object from the photode- 
tectors inasmuch as the ratio of the illumination will vary 
in accordance with the distance of the object from the 
photodetectors. 

[0023] The computations for a given pixel are set 
forth as follows. 

[0024] Referring to FIG. 7, for a given lens 22 hav- 
ing focal point FP located a distance FL from the lens 
and source L2 located a distance D L2 from the lens, the 
distance of the virtual image IL2 from the lens D, L2 is 



D ,L2 = 



FLxD 



L2 



FL-D L2 



[0025] If L12 is at the same actual distance D1 from 
the object, the difference in virtual distance is computed 



as 



*D=D |L2 -D 



'L2 



[0026] The light received on a given photodetector 
or pixel can be described by the following expression: 



I = I + — 

px ° d 2 



D1 = 



^rx*-IJ ;D ° 2 = J(l PX K L2 -i~) 



[0028] The ratio is then taken to eliminate the 
reflectivity term. 
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[0029] From FIG. 7 it is seen that *D = D02 - D1 or 
D1 = D02 - *D 

[0030] Therefore, substituting, 



D02-3D _ /('px^-'a) 



002 V<'« M -/«> 



so the distance D02 can be written in terms of *D: 



35 



40 



D02 = 



- SD 



- 1 + 



while l a is the intensity of light received without either 
source L1 , L2, and the term K/D 2 is a function of an illu- 
mination source at a distance d from the object. The fac- 45 
tor K is a known empirically determined function of 
illumination intensity and object reflectivity. Rearranging 
the foregoing gives 

[0027] Given the two sources L1, IL2 at distances 
D1 and D02 respectively from the object, the actual dis- 55 
tance to the object can be calculated if the sequential 
illumination measurements (frames) are taken and the 
distance between L1 and IL2 are known: 



[0031] In the present practice, for a vehicle occu- 
pant sensor where mapping and imaging are desired, 
the photodetectors are preferably an array of pixels! 
comprising either an active solid state array 18 shown in 
FIG. 12 or a passive solid state array 18' shown in FIG. 
13, arranged on a solid state CMOS device. Each of the 
pixels shown in the arrays illustrated in FIGS. 12 and 13 
thus has a pair of Cartesian coordinates X, Y which may 
be used to create a map of the intensities of light 
reflected from the object 14 at the particular coordinates 
for each pixel. The intensity of the reflected light from 
object 14 will vary for each pixel dependent upon the 
shape of the object and the distance of the discrete 
point on the object corresponding to the X, Y coordinate 
for a given pixel. Thus, the distance determined from the 
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computed value of the ratio of the intensities for a given 
pixel, being a function of the distance of the portion of 
the target from which the reflected light is received by 
the pixel, may be mapped, using the coordinates of the 
pixel, to give a three dimensional image of the object. 
[0032] The present invention thus provides a simple 
and relatively low cost technique for ranging an object 
utilizing alternately energized sources of illumination 
and at least one photodetector which may comprise one 
or a plurality of pixels on a common solid state device. 
Additionally, if a plurality of photodetectors are 
employed preferably in an array, three dimensional 
imaging of the object may be accomplished. 
[0033] . Referring to FIG. 8, an alternate arrange- 
ment of the virtual source IL2 is illustrated wherein lens 
22 is replaced by a concave mirror 24 which has the 
source L2 disposed between the focal point of the minor 
FP*; and, a shield 26 is provided for preventing light from 
the source L2 from illuminating the object 14 directly. 
Mirror 24 has a virtual image IL2' which is a significant 
distance behind the mirror from the physical location of 
source L2, thus creating an apparent greater distance 
D02' of the source L2 from object 14. 
[0034] Referring to FIGS. 4 and 5, the present 
invention is shown applied as an occupant position sen- 
sor for ranging and imaging an occupant, denoted gen- 
erally at 28, seated in the front seat 30 of a motor 
vehicle 32 with the camera module 12 disposed on the 
vehicle in front of the occupant and above the wind- 
shield. In a further alternative arrangement, the module 
12 may be located on the vehicle headliner above the 
occupant seat 30' as shown in FIG. 6. In the arrange- 
ment of FIG. 6, the sources of light L1, L2 are alterna- 
tively disposed on one side of the photodetector 18\ 
[0035] Referring to FIGS. 9 through 1 1 , an alterna- 
tive arrangement of the invention is shown utilizing only 
a single source of illumination L3 with a rotating shutter 
assembly, indicated generally at 38, which includes a 
motor 40 connected to rotate wheel 42 which has 
mounted thereon a curved generally non-reflecting or 
blackened shield 44 and a planar reflecting mirror 46 
aligned on a common radius of the wheel 42 and on the 
same side of the center of the wheel. The source L3 has 
a stationary shield 48 disposed to prevent direct illumi- 
nation of target 14 by L3; and, a concave mirror 50 is 
disposed on the opposite side of L3 from shield 48 such 
that upon energization of the source L3, object 14 is illu- 
minated by rays reflected from concave mirror 50. The 
object 14 in the arrangement of FIG. 9 is illuminated as 
if the source L3 were located at the virtual image point 
IL3 which is significantly further from the object 14 than 
the physical location of L3. This is the condition of the 
system with the wheel 42 shown in the position in solid 
outline in FIG. 9 wherein mirror 46 and shield 44 are 
rotated behind concave mirror 50. 
[0036] With the wheel 42 rotated to a position 
where shield 44 and mirror 46 are located in the position 
shown in dashed outline in FIG. 9, mirror 50 is isolated 



from source L3 by shield 44; and, light from L3 is 
reflected from planar mirror. 46 to illuminate the object 
14 in a manner which is almost direct illumination. Thus, 
rotation of the shutter wheel 42 produces alternate illu- • 

5 mination of the object 14 from the physical location of 
single source L3 and from the virtual location at |L3.. 
[0037] Referring to FIG. 11, another alternative 
arrangement of single source illumination from a lamp 
L3' is illustrated wherein a lens 52 is mounted on a rotat- 

10 ing shutter wheel 42* driven by motor 40*. with the lens 
52 disposed diametrically opposed on wheel 42* from 
an aperture 54. Rotation of wheel 42* thus permits illu- 
mination of the object 14 alternately by direct illumina- 
tion through aperture 54 and by light passing through 

1$ lens 52 and which has a.virtual image point IL3' a signif- 
icant distance behind lens 52 such that the intensity of 
illumination of object 14 is substantially different through 
lens 52 and aperture 54 from the single source L3\ 
[0038] : Referring to FIG. 14, operation of the system 

20 is shown in block diagram form wherein the intensity of 
the illumination of object 14 with only ambient light is 
detected by the photodetectors 18 at step 60. The ambi- 
ent light is then .filtered , at step 62 for intensities known 
to be optically insignificant. 

25 [0039] The system then proceeds to strobe or ener- 
gize source L1 for a selected interval at step 64 which 
may be chosen sufficiently short to insure that no signif- 
icant movement of the object occurs during illumination. 
In the present practice of the invention, a period of ten 

30 milliseconds has been found satisfactory for a vehicle 
occupant sensor application; however, other time peri- 
ods may be used as the application warrants. The sys- 
tem proceeds to step 66 and records the intensity of the 
reflected light received from the object for each pixel in 

35 . the array 18.. 

[0040] Referring to FIG. 14, the system proceeds to 
step 68 and performs a digital filtering operation to 
remove the effects of ambient light for the values of the 
signals produced by each of the pixels. The system then 

40 proceeds to step 70 and energizes or strobes the 
source L2 for illuminating the object 14 and with the 
source L1 turned off. The system then proceeds to step 
72 and stores in memory digital signals formed from the 
output signals of each of the pixels during the illumina- 

45 tion of step 70 for source L2. 

[0041] The system then proceeds to step 74 and 
performs a digital filtering operation to subtract or 
remove the stored value of the signal for ambient light 
. for each of the pixels to thus produce the stored values 

so of the signal representative only of the illumination of 
source L2. 

[0042] The system then proceeds to step 76 and 
performs computations for computing the distance D02 
ratio of the signals stored for each pixel for illumination 
55 with respectively L1 , L2 and proceeds to step 78 to map 
the distances determined in step 76 using the coordi- 
nates for each pixel thereby creating a three dimen- 
sional image of the object at step 80. The system in the 
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performance of the operations at step 78 compares the 
computed values with calibrated data stored in memory 
from manufacturing operations which is shown in FIG. 
14 as data obtained from calibration data stored in 
memory at step 79. 5 

[0043] Referring to FIG. 15, the operation of the 
system is shown in a flow diagram for the application of 
the present invention in a motor vehicle seat occupant 
position sensing application wherein the system in the 
vehicle is responsive to vehicle startup at step 100 to 10 
perform an adjustment at step 102 on the sources L1, 
L2 based upon ambient data recorded at step. 60. 
[0044] The system proceeds to perform the depth 
mapping operation 60 through 80 of FIG. 14 at step 104 
and proceeds to step 106 and tests for an at-risk condi- 15 
tion based upon data input to the system from memory 
at step 105. If the test in step 106 is affirmative the sys- 
tem proceeds to step 108 and generates a signal to the 
airbag inflator control system recommending airbag 
suppression. The system then returns to step 104. 20 
[0045] If, however, the determination at step 106 is 
negative, the system recycles to step 104. 
[0046] Referring to FIG. 1 6, the function of the elec- 
trical system of the present invention as embodied in a 
vehicle occupancy sensor application is illustrated in 25 
block diagram form and will be described hereinafter. 
[0047] The system captures images of a predefined 
area within a vehicle passenger compartment, stores 
the image data in memory and processes the image 
data using software programmed into electronic cir- 30 
cuitry devices such as a microprocessor. The image 
data processing provides a classification of the vehicle 
front seat passenger side occupant and a determination 
of whether an object in this seat is in the "At- Risk-Zone". 
If this is the case, the system will instruct an external 35 
device to suppress or enable activation of the passen- 
ger side airbag inflater. 

[0048] During the manufacturing process, vehicle- 
specific information is programmed into the non-volatile 
memory 224. At system power up, the occupant classi- 40 
fication processor 230 reads the contents of the non- 
volatile memory 224 and sets system operating param- 
eters in the processor 230 and the At-Risk-Zone Field 
Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) 210. 
[0049] The FPGA 210 instructs the camera 220 to 45 
take "pictures". The picture data is routed from the cam- 
era 220 through the FPGA 210 and is stored in the 
FPGA internal RAM memory and OC image RAM 218 
memory. When a complete picture frame(s) has been 
stored in the OC image RAM 218, the FPGA 210 noti- so 
fies the optical coupler (OC) 230. The OC 230 proc- 
esses the picture data in OC image RAM 218 and 
determines the classification of the passenger-side 
occupant. OC image RAM 218 data is routed through 
the FPGA 210 and on to the OC data bus during OC 55 
data processing. The FPGA 210 processes picture data 
from its internal RAM memory to determine if an object 
is in the At-Risk-Zone. As a result of the OC and FPGA 



picture data processing, the system will send a mes- 
sage to an external device via an on-board transceiver 
232 and processor board connector 234 recommending 
whether to suppress or enable activation of the passen- 
ger size airbag inflater. 

[0050] The system contains illumination circuitry to 
illuminate the passenger compartment of the automo- 
bile consisting of IR LED drivers 208, Near Intensity 
Control 200, Far Intensity Control 202, Near Infrared 
LEDs 204 and Far Infrared LEDs 206. It will be under- 
stood that the LEDs 204 and 206 correspond to the 
sources of illumination L1, L2 described hereinabove. 
The signal FAR-CONTROL turns ON/OFF the Far Infra- 
red LEDs 206 by gating the appropriate IR LED drivers 
208. The signal NEAR-CONTROL turns ON/OFF the 
Near Infrared LEDs 206 by gating the appropriate IR 
LED drivers 208. An internal register within the FPGA 
210 controls the logic state of these signals. The OC 
230 writes the contents of this register. The signals 
INTENSITY-CONTROL and INTENSITY-DATA are used 
to control the amount of current sourced to the infrared 
LEDs. An internal register within the FPGA 210 controls 
the logic state of these signals. The OC 230 writes the 
contents of this register. 

[0051] The FPGA 210 controls the state of (exter- 
nal) status LEDs 214. An internal register within the 
FPGA 210 controls the logic state of these signals. The 
OC 230 updates the contents of this register. 
[0052] The FPGA 210 generates the appropriate 
timing and control signals during OC 230 read or write 
accesses to peripheral devices. The OC 230 picture 
data processing software program and other software 
programs reside in the Flash ROM Memory 226. The 
extraneous RAM memory space required by the OC is 
provided in the OC user RAM 228. The clock signals 
required by the internal circuitry of the FPGA and OC 
are derived from oscillator circuits 212 and 236 respec- 
tively. The non-volatile memory 224 is also used to store 
system fault codes. On-board power supply 222 gener- 
ates the five volt and 3.3 volt power signals required by 
the various system circuitry components. 
[0053] The present invention thus provides in its 
simplest form a unique and novel system for optically 
ranging an object utilizing a single photodetector with 
alternately strobed sources of illumination and com- 
putes the ratio of the light received at the detector and 
makes a determination as to the range of the object 
reflecting to the detector. In another embodiment a plu- 
rality of photodetectors are used; and, alternate strob- 
ing of the light source enables the system to digitally 
map the distances computed from the ratio of the light 
received by each detector when so strobed to enable 
mapping to create a three dimensional image of the 
object. The system of the present invention may be 
operated with the sources of illumination spaced physi- 
cally at different distances from the illuminated object or 
co-located with reflecting lenses or mirrors employed to 
create a virtual image of one of the sources to induce 
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the effect of differences in distance of the sources from 
the illuminated object. In an alternative embodiment, a 
single source of illumination is employed with shuttering 
for alternate transmission of the light from the source 
through either.a lens or mirror to the object to create a 5 
virtual distance other than the physical location of the 
source and through a simple aperture for direct illumina- 
tion. Light in the range of about 350 to 14000 nanome- 
ters wavelength is preferably employed from sources 
L1.L2, L3. . 10 
[0054] Although the invention has hereinabove 
been. described with respect to the illustrated embodi- 
ments, it will be understood that the invention is capable 
of modification and variation and is limited only by the 
following claims. 15 

Claims 

1 . A method of optically ranging and imaging an object 
comprising: 20 



2. The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 
illuminating said object includes illuminating with 50 
light having a wavelength in the range of about 350 

to 14000 nanometers. 

3. The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 
disposing photodetectors includes disposing said 55 
plurality of detectors in any array. 

4. The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 



disposing said photodetectors includes disposing 
an array of pixels in an integrated solid state device. 

5. The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 
virtually disposing said second source a predeter- 
mined distance virtually different includes disposing 
a lens between said second source and said object. 

6. The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 
mapping includes converting said electrical signals 
from analog to digital form. 

7. The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 
disposing, photodetectors includes disposing said 
array of detectors intermediate said first and sec- 
ond sources. 

8. The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 
focusing includes passing said reflected light 
through a lens. 

9. The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 
focusing includes reflecting said light from said 
object with a mirror. 

10. The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 
focusing includes passing said reflected light 
through an aperture. 

1 1 . The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 
illuminating includes reflecting light from one of said 
first and second source with a mirror. 

12. The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said step of 
disposing said photodetectors includes disposing 
an array of pixels on solid state device selected 
from the group consisting of (a) a charge coupled 
device and (b) a CMOS device. 

13. The method defined in claim 1, wherein said step of 
disposing said photodetectors includes disposing a 
solid state device selected from the group consist- 
ing of (a) an active pixel array sensor and (b) a pas- 
sive pixel array sensor. 

14. A system for optically ranging and imaging an 
object comprising: 

(a) a first light source disposed a certain dis- 
tance from said object and operative for illumi- 
nating said object; 

(b) a second light source disposed a distance 
from said object virtually different from said cer- 
tain distance and operative for illuminating said 
object; 

(c) means operable for alternately energizing 
said first and second sources; 

(d) a plurality of photodetectors and means for 



(a) disposing a first source of light a certain dis- 
tance from said object and illuminating said 
object with said first source of light; 

(b) disposing a second source of light a dis- 25 
tance from said object virtually different from 
said certain distance and illuminating said 
object with said second source; 

(c) disposing a plurality of photodetectors in an 
array for detecting light reflected from said 30 
object, and generating an electrical signal 
indicative of the intensity of the reflected light 
detected by said detectors; 

(d) alternately energizing said first and second 
source and focusing reflected light from the 35 
object onto said detector; 

(e) storing the values of said generated electri- 
cal signals when said object is first illuminated 
with one of said first and second source and 
then with the other of said first and second 40 
source; and, 

(f) computing the ratio of said generated signal 
values for detector when illuminated with said 
one and then the other of said sources and 
computing from said ratio the object distance 45 
from said detector and mapping said computed 
distances as an image of said object. 
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focusing light reflected from said object on said 
detectors with each detector operative to pro- 
vide an electrical signal indicative of the inten- 
sity of the light received thereon; 

(e) means operative for storing the values of 
said signal for each detector for each illumina- 
tion; 

(f) means operative for computing the ratio of 
said values of said signal for said first and sec- 
ond source illumination for each detector; 

(g) means operative for computing the object 
distance from each of said detectors for each of 
said computed signal ratios; and, 

(h) means operative for mapping said com- 
puted distances and imaging said object. 

The system defined in claim 14, wherein said first 
and second sources emit light in the visible spec- 
trum. 



16. The system defined in claim 14, wherein said first 
and second sources emit light in the infrared spec- 
trum. 

17. The system defined in claim 14, wherein said first 
and second sources emit light in the range of about 
350 to 14000 nanometers wavelength. 



18. 



The system defined in claim 14, wherein said array 
of photodetectors comprises pixels on a silicon 
solid state device. 
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23. The system defined in claim 14, wherein said first 
and second sources comprise light emitting diodes. 
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19. The system defined in claim 14, wherein said array 
of photodetectors comprise pixels on a CMOS solid 
state device. 35 



20. The system defined in claim 14, wherein said 
means operative for storing includes an analog to 
digital converter. 

The system defined in claim 14, wherein said sec- 
ond light source has a lens disposed between said 
second source and said object for effecting said vir- 
tual distance different from said certain distance. 

The system defined in claim 14, wherein said array 
of detectors is disposed intermediate said first and 
second sources. 
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24. The system defined in claim 14 wherein said means 
operative for computing the ratio includes means 
operable to remove the effects on said signals of 55 
ambient light on said detectors. 

25. A system for determining the presence and position 



of a seat occupant in a vehicle and providing an 
electrical indication thereof comprising: 

(a) a first light source disposed in said vehicle a 
certain distance from said seat and operative 
for illuminating said seat and an occupant 
therein; 

(b) a second light source disposed a distance 
from said seat virtually different from said cer- 
tain distance and operative for illuminating said 
seat and occupant; 

(c) a plurality of photodetectors disposed to 
each receive light reflected from said occupant 
and operative for generating an electrical signal 
indicative of the intensity of said received light; 

(d) means operable for alternately energizing 
said first and second sources; 

(e) means operative for storing the values of 
said generated signal of each detector for each 
illumination; 

(f) means operative for computing the ratio of 
said stored values of said signal for said first 
and second source illumination for each detec- 
tor; 

(g) means operative for computing said occu- 
pant distance from each of said detectors for 
each of said computed signal ratios; and, 

(h) means operative for mapping said com- 
puted distances and operative for providing 
said electrical indication of occupant presence 
and an image of said position. 

The system defined in claim 25, wherein said sec- 
ond light source includes means forming a virtual 
image of said second source, said means selected 
from the group consisting of a lens and a mirror. 

27. A method for determining the presence and posi- 
tion of a seat occupant in a vehicle and providing an 
electrical image thereof comprising: 

(a) disposing a plurality of photodetectors for 
detecting light reflected from said occupant and 
generating an electrical signal indicative of the 
intensity of the reflected light detected by each 
of said detectors; 

(b) disposing a first source of light a certain dis- 
tance from said target for illuminating said seat 
and occupant; 

(c) disposing a second source of light a dis- 
tance from said seat virtually different from said 
certain distance for illuminating said seat and 
occupant with said second source; 

(d) alternately energizing said first and second 
source and illuminating said seat and occu- 
pant; 

(e) focusing light from said first and second 
source reflected from said occupant onto said 
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detectors; 

(f) sequentially storing the values of said gener- 
ated electrical signals for each of said alternat- 
ing energizations; and, 

(g) computing the ratio of said generated signal 
values for each detector for each alternate 
energization and computing the distance of 
said occupant from said detector and mapping 
said computed distances and generating an 
image of said occupant position. 

The method defined in claim 27, further comprising 
generating a suppression signal when said image 
shows an out-of tolerance occupant position and 
applying said suppression signal for ^preventing 
energization of an air bag inflator. -l. s V- 
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29. The method defined in claim 27, wherein said step; 
of sequentially storing includes converting from 
analog to digital. 20 

30. A system for optically ranging an object comprising: 

(a) at least one photodetector disposed to 
receive light reflected from said object and 25 
operable to generate an electrical indication. of 
the intensity of said received light; . \ 

(b) a first source of light disposed a certain dis- 
tance from said object and operable upon ener- 
gization to illuminate said object; 30 

(c) a second source of light disposed a dis- 
tance virtually different from said certain dis- 
tance from said object and operable upon 
energization to illuminate said object; 

(d) means operable to store the value of said 35 
electrical indication for each illustration of said 
object by said first and second source of light; . 
and, 

(e) means operable to compute the ratio of said 
stored values of said electrical indication and 40 
operable to compute the range of said target 
from said ratio. 



intensity of the received light; 

(b) providing a source of light and directing and 
framing light from said source to said object 
alternately from a real source and from a virtual 
source a significantly different distance from 
said object than said real source; 

(c) storing values of said electrical signal for 
each of said plurality of photodetectors; 

(d) computing the ratio of said values for sets of 
real and virtual frames and computing the 
object range for each ratio; 

(e) mapping the computed object ranges for 
each of said plurality of photodetectors and 
imaging said object. 

34. The method defined in claim 33, wherein said step 
of framing includes shuttering. 

35. The method defined in claim 33, wherein said step 
of alternately djrbcting includes reflecting light from 
a mirror; ^' : 

36r The method "defined in claim 33, wherein said step 
of alternately directing includes passing light 
through a lens.- 

37. The method defined in claim 33, wherein said step 
of framing includes rotating a shutter. 



31. The system defined in claim 30, wherein said at 
least one photodetector includes a plurality of pho- 
todetectors. 



45 



32. The system defined in claim 30, wherein said first 
and second light sources emit light selected from 
the group consisting of wavelengths in the range of 
about 350 to 14000 nanometers. 



50 



33. A method of optically ranging and imaging an object 
comprising: 

(a) disposing a plurality photodetectors for 
receiving light reflected from said object and 
generating an electrical signal indicative of the 
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